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OBJECTIVES

The Pony Club Eventing objective is to encourage a higher standard of
riding and to stimulate in Members a greater interest in riding as a sport
and as a recreation.

Pony Club Eventing requires courage, determination and all-round riding
ability on the part of the rider and careful and systematic training of the
horse.

These Rules cannot provide for every eventuality, and where a situation is
not addressed by Pony Club Eventing rules, the British Eventing Rule Book
should be consulted. If neither provide appropriate guidance, it is the duty
of officials to resolve the matter arising in a sporting spirit consistent with
the intention of these Rules. It is the competitors’ responsibility to ensure
that they comply with Pony Club Eventing Rules.

The term “District Commissioner” includes “Centre Proprietor”, “Branch”
includes “Centre” and “horse” includes “pony”.

EXPLANATION OF COMPETITION

EVENTING is a three-phase competition - Dressage, Show Jumping and
Cross Country, each of which must be completed mounted. The Dressage
Test will be ridden first, followed by Show Jumping and then Cross Country.

This order will be adhered to at all Levels except for the Chairman's Cup
Championship class. Pony Club Eventing is graded from PC70, PC80, PC90,
PC100, PC Chairman's Cup and PC110. PC110 is the equivalent of British
Eventing's Novice standard, PC100 is BEIOO and PC90 is BE9O.

All competitors in the same class must complete the three phases in the
same order.

Each horse must be ridden by the same rider throughout. A horse may only
compete once on any given day in Eventing.

RULES

The Pony Club Eventing Rules are based on British Eventing's rules for
Affiliated Eventing, amended to meet Pony Club requirements by The Pony
Club Eventing Committee in conjunction with other Pony Club Committees.

Please note: Pony Club Sections (including Area Competitions) at fixtures
organised by British Eventing may run under either British Eventing Rules
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or Pony Club Eventing Rules. It is the competitor's responsibility to ensure
they are aware under which rules the competition will be run.

The Pony Club Office provides administrative support. Queries relating
to these rules should be directed to the Office at eventing@pcuk.org and
copied to the Chairman of Eventing at eventingchairman@pcuk.org.

This Rule Book is a guide for Competitors. Competition Organisers should
refer to the Eventing Organisers’ Handbook in conjunction with these rules.

THE PONY CLUB EVENTING
COMMITTEE

Chairman

»  Patrick Campbell (2028)
Email: eventingchairman@pcuk.org

Members

»  Julie Campbell (2026)

»  Nicky Morrison (2026)

»  Hetta Wilkinson (2026)

»  David Burton (2027)

»  Christina Thompson (2027)

»  Sarah Verney (2027)

»  Sam York (2028)

» Robin Bower, Area Representative (2028)
»  Sue Cheape, Area Representative (2028)
»  Amy Veitch (co-opted)

Sports Officer - eventing@pcuk.org

Health & Safety - safety@pcuk.org

The Pony Club

Lowlands Equestrian Centre, Old Warwick Road, Warwick, CV35 7AX
Telephone: 02476 698300

pcuk.org

© 2026 The Pony Club

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored
in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without the prior
permission of The Pony Club.



SECTION A-ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
FOR AREA COMPETITIONS AND THE
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Each Area will hold an annual Area Qualifying Competition, allowing
participants the chance to qualify for either The Pony Club Eventing
Championships or their Regional Championships. If an Area competition
receives more entries than can be accommodated, the Area Representative
may limit entries as needed. Conversely, if an Area has too few entries to

run its competition, it may, with approval from The Pony Club and British
Eventing, merge its event into a suitable British Eventing fixture. These
combined events will feature “Open” sections at the relevant level, allowing
riders of any age and horses of any grade to participate, except as noted in
Rule 1 below.

To facilitate participation, especially for those not registered with British
Eventing, with unregistered horses, or those not meeting the current BE
MER Rule for that level, organisers should make arrangements well in
advance. For more information about entry procedures, organisers can
reach out to The Pony Club Office.

Areas may also choose to collaborate with another Area to host a joint
competition.

Proprietors of Pony Club Centres can enter teams and individuals under the
same rules that apply to Branch entries.

An Official Steward will be appointed for all Area competitions running
PC90 - PCT110. For Area competitions running PC70 and PC80, the
Organiser must appoint an Official Steward who is familiar with The
Pony Club Eventing Rules.

1. ELIGIBILITY FOR AREA COMPETITIONS AND THE
CHAMPIONSHIPS

The District Commissioner is required to certify the eligibility of horse and
rider as follows. Should a breach of eligibility subsequently be discovered,
then the Eventing Committee may disqualify that competitor.

Area - Members must fulfil all the following eligibility rules on the day of
their Area Competition.

Championships - Between the Area Competition and the Championships,

combinations that qualify for the Championships may compete in British
5



Eventing (BE) or Eventing Ireland (El) competitions at one level higher than
the level at which they qualified. However, they cannot compete more than
one level higher. Please see below for more details.

PC70 AND PC80 REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS AND PC90, PC100, PC
CHAIRMAN'S CUP AND PC110 CHAMPIONSHIPS

1. All horses graded British Eventing Advanced (Grade 1) (or Eventing
Ireland Advanced) which have completed an Al/A level during the
current year are ineligible at all levels.

2. All horses must be at least 5 years old to compete. A horse or pony is
considered to be 1year old on January 1st following its birth and will be
considered a year older on each subsequent January 1Ist. There is no
height limit for horses or ponies.

3. No horse may compete at more than one level of Eventing (PC70, PC80,
PC90, PC100, PC Chairman's Cup, or PC110) at the Area level or above in
any given year. Additionally, no horse may be ridden more than once in
any qualifying competition or at the Eventing Championships during
that year. However, a combination of horse and rider may qualify and
compete in both the PC110 Championship and the PC Chairman's Cup
Championships.

4. Riders or horses that have schooled over the Area or Championship
Cross Country course within the two weeks leading up to the
competition are not eligible to compete. However, competing on the
course does not affect a competitor's eligibility.

5. All competitors must be Members of The Pony Club both at the closing
date for entries to the competition and at the date of the relevant
competition to be eligible to compete at Area qualifying competitions
and at the Championships (including the Regional Championships).

PC70 REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Members must be aged 13 and under on 1st January of the current year.
Area Competitions:
Combination of horse and rider are NOT eligible if they have:

»  previously completed at any PC80 or above Area or Regional
competition for Eventing.

» achieved more than two cross-country rounds with no jumping
penalties at BE (or EI) 80 or above.



Championships:

As for Area Competitions except that the combination of horse and rider are
permitted to have:

» Achieved three or more cross-country rounds with no jumping
penalties at BE (or El) 80 or above.

PC70 PLUS REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

This is a class solely for individuals. There is no team competition. Members
must be aged 14 and over on 1st January of the current year.

Area Competitions:
Combination of horse and rider are NOT eligible if they have:

»  previously completed at any PC80 or above Area or Regional
competition for Eventing.

» achieved more than two cross-country rounds with no jumping
penalties at BE (or El) 80 or above.

Championships:

As for Area Competitions except that the combination of Horse and Rider
are permitted to have:

» Achieved three or more cross-country rounds with no jumping
penalties at BE (or El) 80 or above.

PC80 REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Area Competitions:
Combination of horse and rider are NOT eligible if they have:

»  Previously completed at PC90 or above in any Eventing Area
Competitions.

» Achieved more than two cross-country rounds with no jumping
penalties at BE (or El) 90 or above.

Championships:

As for Area Competitions except that the combination of horse and rider are
permitted to have:

» Achieved three or more cross country rounds with no jumping
penalties at BE (or El) 90 or above.



PC90 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Area Competitions:
Combination of horse and rider are NOT eligible if they have:

» Completed a PCI00 Area Eventing competition or above in the current
or previous year.

» Completed a British Eventing (or El) Novice or Pony Trials or above in
the current or previous year.

»  Achieved more than two cross country rounds with no jumping
penalties at BE (or EI) 100 or above in the current orprevious year.

Championships:

As for Area Competitions except that the combination of horse and rider are
permitted to have:

» Achieved three or more cross-country rounds with no jumping
penalties at BE (or El) 100 or above.

PC100 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Area Competitions:
Combination of horse and rider are NOT eligible if they have:

» Completed a PC110 or PC100+/Chairman's Cup Area Eventing
competition or above in the current or previous year.

» Completed a British Eventing (or El) Intermediate or above in the
current or previous year.

»  Achieved more than two clear cross-country rounds at British Eventing
(or El) Novice, (or Pony Trials, Open Novice or BE105) in the current or
previous year.

Championships:

As for Area Competitions except that the combination of horse and rider are
permitted to have:

»  Achieved three or more cross-country rounds with no jumping
penalties at BE Novice (El Novice or Pony Trials).

PC CHAIRMAN'S CUP NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

This is a team and individual competition. At the Championships there will
be a trot up prior to the Dressage Phase. Hard hats, gloves and sensible
footwear must be worn for the trot up. The Show Jumping will take place on



the final day in reverse order of placings.

In the event of over subscription, priority will be given to those who qualify
at their Area competitions.

2. QUALIFICATION FOR PC70 AND PC80 REGIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIPS AND PC90, PC100, PC CHAIRMAN'’S
CUP AND PC110 CHAMPIONSHIPS

Each Pony Club Area will organise a qualifying competition.
a) Team Competition

Teams must consist of three or four different Members from each Branch/
Centre of The Pony Club. One Member in a team of three different
Members may ride two horses to make a team of four horses. Only the
best three scores of each team are counted, but at least three members
must complete the competition.

If the individual qualifiers are also part of a qualifying team the individual
qualifying place shall pass down the line.

All members competing as part of a Team will also compete individually
in their own section, with their individual scores contributing to the overall
team score. Additionally, Branches can enter extra members as individuals
who are not part of a Team.

All team members qualifying for PC100, PC90, PC80 and PC70 must have
completed the Cross-Country phase at the Area Competition. If a rider

is technically eliminated in the Dressage or Show Jumping phases, they
should be allowed to complete the competition with the approval of the
Official Steward.

Area Teams

if a Branch has a Member/s who are not included in a team, they may
combine with one or more Branches/Centres in a similar situation to form

I a team to compete at the Area Competition. Area Teams may not contain
three Members from the same Branch/Centre.

This team shall be eligible to qualify for the Championships. Should an Area
Team qualify for the Championships, then the next placed eligible Branch
Team shall also qualify.

Area Teams can only be put together by the Area Representative and/or
I Area Organiser. New Area Teams cannot be put together after the Area
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Competition, only Area Teams that have qualified can compete at the
Championships.

Where scores are equal, please refer to Rule 15 to determine classification
and/or Championship qualification.

b) Number to Qualify

The following qualify for the Championships:

PC70 (Regional Championships)

Members must be aged 13 and under on 1st January of the current year.
Teams

» Top 6 teams to qualify.
» A 7th team to qualify if more than 12 teams start.

Individuals

» Ifonesection is run, the top 16 individuals will qualify.
» Iftwo sections are run, the top 8 individuals in each section will qualify.
» If four sections are run, the top & individuals will qualify.

PC70 PLUS (Regional Championships)

This is a class solely for individuals. Members must be aged 14 and over on
Ist January of the current year.

Individuals
» Top 6 individuals to qualify,

PC80 (Regional Championships)

Teams

» Top 6teams to qualify
»  The 7th team to qualify if more than 12 teams start.

Individuals

» If one section is run, the top 16 individuals will qualify.
» Iftwo sections are run, the top 8 individuals in each section will qualify.
» If four sections are run, the top 4 individuals in each section will qualify.



PC90
Teams

»  Winning team qualifies automatically

»  2ndteam qualifies if 6 or more teams compete

»  3rdteam qualifies if 10 or more teams compete

»  4th team if more than 14 or more teams compete

Individuals

» The winner and runner up of each section qualifies automatically
» 3rdin section qualifies if 8 or more competed in that section

»  4th in section qualifies if 12 or more competed in that section

» 5thin section qualifies if 16 or more competed in that section

»  6thin section qualified if 20 or more competed in that section

PC100
Teams

» Top two teams qualify automatically.
»  3rd team qualifies if 5 or more teams compete.
»  4th team qualifies if 10 or more teams compete.

Individuals

» The winner of each section qualifies automatically.

» 2ndin section qualifies if 8 or more competed in that section.
»  3rdin section qualifies if 12 or more competed in that section.
»  4th in section qualifies if 16 or more competed in that section.

At PC100 Pony Club Area Competitions: any combination who are clear XC

with less than 30 time penalties, 16 or under Show Jumping

penalties and under 45 Dressage penalties automatically qualify for the
Championships.

PC CHAIRMAN'S CUP

Individuals

»  The winner of each section qualifies automatically

» 2ndin section qualifies if 5 or more competed in that section
»  3rdin section qualifies if 8 or more competed in that section
»  4thin section qualifies if 10 or more competed in that section

All Qualifiers for the PC110 Championship automatically qualify for the
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Chairman’s Cup.

At Chairman's Cup Pony Club Area Competitions: any combination who
are clear XC with less than 30-time penalties, 16 or under Show Jumping
penalties and under 45 Dressage penalties automatically qualify for the
Championships. Competitors qualifying direct from their Area Competition
are not required to compete a MER 105.

Also, for the Chairman's Cup, individuals may qualify if they have a
minimum of 2 MERS, which must be gained in the previous or current
year, and at least one in the current year.

A MER can be gained by completing a BE10O or above or a PC100 or above.
At least one MER must be at 105 or above. (With results on ponyclubresults.
co.uk or eventingscores.co.uk) with:

» no more than 45 dressage penalty points;
» aclear round cross country with no more than 30-time penalties and
» ashow jumping round with no more than 16 jumping penalties.

In the event of oversubscription priority will be given to those who qualify via
their Area competition.

At the Chairman's Cup Championships, qualifying members will be put
into their respective Area squad and the top three scores will count as the
Area Team.

If a Branch has three or four qualified members at the Championships, then
a Branch team can be declared.

PC110

Individuals

At PC110 Pony Club Area Competitions: any combination who are clear XC
with less than 30 time penalties, 16 or under Show Jumping penalties and
under 45 Dressage penalties automatically qualify for the Championships.

OR
Must have either:

» Been placed in the top 10% at any BE110 competition or equivalent with
results on ponyclubresults.co.uk or eventingscores.co.uk; OR

» Obtained double clears (i.e., No jumping penalties on two occasions at
any BE Novice or equivalent, or PC110 (including Area) competitions;
OR



I »  Gained 2 Minimum Eligibility Requirement Points (MERs) in the
current or previous year, one of which must be in the current year.

A MER can be gained by completing a BE Novice or PC110 Area Competition
or PC110 competition with:

» No more than 45 Dressage penalty points
»  Aclear Cross-Country round with no more than 30 time penalties; AND
» A Show Jumping round with no more than 16 jumping penalties.

In the event of oversubscription, entries will be selected by the Eventing
Committee with priority given to those with the best results in the current
year.

The PC110 Championships 2026 will count towards a BE Novice MER. Details
for entries will be found on The Pony Club website.

Teams

All entries will be put in their relevant PC Area squad and the top three
scores at the competition will count and be eligible for the team prizes.

If a Branch has three or four individually qualified members at the
Championships, then a Branch team can be declared.

b) PC110 Eventing and PC Chairman's Cup - Team and Individual
Championships

Members are not required to qualify through the Area Competitions, but
ALL entries must be verified by the DC.

c) Out of Area Qualification

Branches will compete within their own Areas. In the event of a genuine
reason why a Member cannot compete at their own Area Competition they
may apply to their DC to compete out of Area clearly stating the reasons
why. The DC/Centre Proprietor will forward the request to their Area Rep,
who will seek approval from the relevant Sport Chairman. The final decision
lies with the Sports Chairman. The following points should be noted:

»  Onlyindividuals may be permitted to compete out of Area.

»  Should a Member compete out of Area and place in a qualifying
position, the next placed member of a Branch belonging to the Area
shall also qualify.

» A Memberwho qualifies out of Area cannot displace any Members in a
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qualified complete Branch/Area team.

3. SECTIONS

Competitions should be run with four dressage arenas, A, B, Cand D. The
first rider in each Team shall be judged in Arena A, the second in Arena B,
the third in Arena C and the fourth in Arena D. Individuals can be placed
into sections to even out numbers in each Arena and stagger the times of
team members.

If only two arenas are available, there must be two sections in each arena,
run one after the other, with four dressage judges assigned.

For competitions with fewer than 72 competitors, two arenas (A and B) may
be used. The first two riders from each team will compete in Arena A, and
the third and fourth riders will compete in Arena B. Alternatively, even-
numbered riders will be in Arena A and odd-numbered riders in Arena B.

In a class where there are fewer than 20 competitors on the day, it is
permissible to run one Section, in one arena.

It is not permissible to run three Sections.

There must only be one Team competition for each class.

4, ENTRIES
a) Area Competitions

Entries should be made to the organising Branch/Centre. Details to be
found in the Area Competition schedule. Entries must have the approval of
the District Commissioner. A start fee may be charged if necessary.

All Area Competitions must be added as an event on PELHAM as a
minimum. This is done automatically when an approved entry system
is used.

All results must be on Pony Club Results, with all Membership
numbers. This is completed automatically if an approved entry system
is used.

b) Championships

All qualified Team or Individuals who have qualified for the Championships
must enter via the online entry system as per the competition schedule.

Should a qualifying Team/Individual subsequently be unable to compete



at the Championships, the next highest placed Team/Individual could
be invited to compete, provided the substitution is made before close of
entries.

If a Team ceases to be eligible following withdrawals (fewer than three
Members remaining), the team place would then be passed down the line,
as long as the withdrawals are made before close of entries. The remaining
individual/s from that Team may retain their place/s as individuals.

In addition to those qualified above, overseas Branches may be invited
to compete, but at their own expense. They will be awarded appropriate
rosettes but are not eligible for prizes in kind or bursaries.

5. WITHDRAWALS (ALL COMPETITIONS AND
CHAMPIONSHIPS)

If a Branch or Centre withdraws a team or individual prior to the closing
date for a competition, a full refund of entry and stabling fees will be made,
less an administration charge. Withdrawals after the closing date for a
competition will not be refunded.

6. ABANDONMENT (ALL COMPETITIONS AND
CHAMPIONSHIPS)

In the event of a competition being abandoned, for whatever reason, a
refund of 50% of the entry fee will be given. In such an instance the refund
process will be communicated and must be followed.

7. SUBSTITUTION
a) Area Competitions

After the closing date for entries no substitutions may be made of
horses or riders except in cases of illness, lameness or other unavoidable
circumstances which must be certified by the District Commissioner or
their Appointed Representative.

In such a case:

» Ifa horse has to be substituted, an alternative rider may be nominated.

» Ifarider hasto be substituted, an alternative horse may be nominated.

» Ifa Branch enters more than one Team, a substitution may be made
from one Team to another.

» No substitution shall be allowed after the Competition has started.

» No horse or rider replaced by a substitute may re-enter the
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Competition.
In all cases of substitution, the District Commissioner or their
Appointed Representative must certify that the substitute is eligible.

b) All Championships (Except PC110)

8.

Teams (except Chairman's Cup):

The District Commissioner may substitute riders or horses in the
Branch Team before entry. At least two combinations of horse and rider
must be the same as those that started in the qualifying team at the
Area Competition.

Substituted riders or horses must have completed an Area competition
at the correct level.

If a horse is substituted, an alternative rider may be nominated, and
vice versa.

Substitutions are allowed between teams if a Branch has more than
one qualified team.

Additional Member

A Branch or Area team of three may add a fourth member at the
Championships, provided both the horse and rider are eligible and
have completed the Area Competition.

Individuals:
A substitute horse may be entered, but not a substitute rider. The
substitute horse must have completed the Area Competition.

Restrictions:
No substitutions are allowed after the competition starts.
A replaced horse or rider cannot re-enter.

Certification:
All substitutions must be certified iby the District Commissioner/Centre
Proprietor or an appointed representative for eligibility under Rule 1.

BRANCH REPRESENTATIVE

If the District Commissioner of a competing team or individual is unable to
be present at the Area Competition or Championships, they must inform
the Organiser of the Competition, the name of the person appointed to be
their representative.



SECTION B - GENERAL RULES FOR
ALL PONY CLUB EVENTING

9. THE DRESSAGE PHASE

a) The Test

For Area Qualifiers and the Championships please refer to the table below:

Level

Area

Championships

PC70 Regional
Championships

Foundation PC70
Test 2026

Foundation PC70
Test 2026

PC80 Regional
Championships

Grassroots PC80
Test 2026

Grassroots PC80
Championship Test
2026

Test 2026

PC90 PC90 Eventing Test PC90 Eventing
2026 Championship Test
2026
PC100 PC100 Eventing PC100 Eventing Test

2025

PC Chairman's Cup

PC Chairman's Cup
Eventing Test 2026

PC Chairman's

Cup Eventing
Championship Test
2026

PCTI0

PC110 Eventing Test
2026

PC110 Eventing
Championship Test
2026

»  Where competitions are run within BE events, the relevant BE dressage
test may be used.

» The Pony Club Tests are all shown in Appendix B.

» The arenas shall be either wholly or partly boarded at the discretion of
the Organiser.

» Tests are to be ridden fromm memory at PC90, PC100, PC Chairman's
Cup and PC110 and commanders are not allowed. Tests may be
commanded at PC70 and PC80 at Area Qualifiers, and PC70
Regional Championships only.

17
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» There are no time limits.
b) Execution of the Test
All movements must follow in the order laid down in the Test.

In a movement that must be carried out at a certain point of the arena,
it is at the moment when the rider's body is above this point that the
movement must be executed.

All tests should be ridden with both hands except where stated otherwise
on the Test Sheet.

All trot work may be executed sitting or rising at the discretion of the rider
unless otherwise stated in the test.

c) Entering the Arena

No horse either ridden or led may enter any arena, other than the practice
arena, except when actually competing, on penalty of elimination.

Competitors must not enter the arena until the Judge has sounded the
horn, rung the bell or signified in some other way that the rider may start.

Entering before the Judge's signal may lead to elimination.

Should the construction of the arena make it impossible for the competitor
to ride round the outside before the Judge's signal to enter is sounded, the
rider may, on the instruction of the Organiser and/or Judge, ride inside the

arena.
d) Salute

All riders must take the reins and whip, if carried AT PC70 and PC80, in one
hand when saluting and drop the other hand down by the side and bow
with their head only.

e) Dismounting and Fall of Horse and/or Rider

If, after the rider has entered the arena, the rider dismounts without a
reason acceptable to the Judges, no marks will be given for the movement.

A fall of horse and/or rider in the arena will result in the competitor being
eliminated from the competition.

If the fall of horse and/or rider occurs in the warm up arena the rider must
be checked by the medical personnel at the event before being allowed to
continue and if the horse falls, the horse must be checked by a vet before



being allowed to continue. If a vet is not present the horse must be checked
by the Official Steward before being allowed to continue.

f) Resistance

Any horse failing to enter the arena within 60 seconds of the bell being
sounded will be eliminated.

Any horse refusing to continue the test for a period of 20 consecutive
seconds during the course of a test will be eliminated.

g) Grinding of Teeth and Tail Swishing

GCrinding the teeth and swishing the tail are signs of nervousness, tenseness,
or resistance on the part of the horse and can be taken into account by

the Judges in their marks for the movements concerned, as well as in the
appropriate collective mark at the end.

h) Assistance

The Voice - Discreet use of the rider’s voice is permitted in local
Branch/Centre competition as a supportive aid. It must be used in a
way that is unobtrusive and does not disturb the adjacent arena(s).
Foul language and obscenities are not permitted and will result in
elimination.

The use of the voice is also permitted at Foundation PC70 and
Grassroots PC80 Area Competitions and Championships

The use of the rider’s voice is prohibited at PC90, PC100, PC Chairman's
Cup and PCI110 Area Competitions and Championships. At these
competitions, the use of the rider’s voice is to be penalised by the loss
of two marks from the score that would have been awarded for each
movement in which it occurred.

Outside Assistance — Any outside assistance by voice, signs, etc,, is
considered as assistance to a rider or to their horse. A rider or horse
receiving assistance will be eliminated.

i) Leaving the Arena

A horse is eliminated if, during a Test, it leaves the arena when the surround
is 23cm (9") high or more.

Where the surround is less than 23cm (9") and is marked by boards or
similar, no marks shall be given for the movement when the horse places all
four feet outside the arena.
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Where the arena is marked only by a line or intermittent boards, it is left to
the discretion of the Judge(s) as to the marks deducted.

Any horse leaving the arena not under control will be eliminated and, for
this purpose, the Test begins when the horse enters at ‘A’ and finishes with
the final halt.

Competitors should leave the arena at a convenient place in free walk on a
long rein.

J) Errors of Course or Test

When a competitor makes an 'error of course' (such as taking a wrong turn
or omitting a movement), the Judge warns them by sounding the bell.

The Judge will indicate, if necessary, the point at which the competitor
must resume the test, as well as the next movement to be executed, before
leaving them to continue on their own.

However, in some cases, if the competitor makes an 'error of course'

but sounding the bell would unnecessarily impede the fluency of the
performance, it is up to the Judge to decide whether or not to sound the
bell.

In fairness to the competitor, it is recommmended that the bell should be
rung when a movement is executed at the wrong marker, especially if there
is a possibility of a similar mistake when the movement is to be repeated on
the other rein.

If the Judge does not realise that one or more movements have been
omitted until the competitor has left the arena, they must:

»  Adjust the position of their marks and comments on the sheet to
reflect the movements actually performed.

»  Assign a mark to each of the omitted movements, equal to the average
of the collective marks entered at the bottom of the sheet (averaged to
the nearest whole number, with 0.5 rounded up).

» Record the penalty for the error of course.

When the rider makes an 'error of the Test' (for example, not taking the
reins in one hand at the salute), they must be penalised as if for an 'error of
course'. The Judge should place a star against the movement concerned
and mark for an error at the bottom of the sheet.

k) Penalties for Error of Course or Test

Every 'error of the course', whether the bell is sounded or not, must be
penalised as follows:



»  First Error =2 marks

»  Second Error = 4 marks

»  Third Error = 8 marks

»  Fourth Error = Elimination

The points deducted are cumulative; after three errors of course, a total of 14
points are deducted.

After the fourth error, the competitor may continue their performance to
the end, with marks being awarded in the usual manner.

1) Riding the Wrong Test

A rider who starts the wrong test for the class may be allowed to restart the
test (at the Judge’s discretion) subject to time at the end of the class. They
will be penalised for a first error of course.

m) Penalties for Contravening the Rules

Contravention of the rules will incur elimination. Under certain
circumstances, instead of elimination, the following penalties may be
deducted

»  Entering the Dressage Arena with a whip (when not permitted) = 6
Penalties per Judge.

The Judge will stop the test and continue it after the whip has been
discarded.

» Entering the Dressage Arena with Horse wearing Boots or Bandages =
6 Penalties per Judge.

The Judge will stop the test and continue it after the boots and bandages
have been removed.

»  Minor breaches of the Dress Rules (not wearing gloves, horse wearing a
tail bandage) = 2 Penalties per Judge.

»  Entering the Arena before the Judge's signal = 2 Penalties per Judge
n) Time

The approximate time given on each Test Sheet is for guidance only; there
are no penalties for exceeding it.

o) Lameness

In the case of marked lameness, the Judge informs the rider that they are
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eliminated. There is no appeal against this decision. If there are any doubts
as to the soundness of a horse, the competitor will be allowed to complete
the test, and any unevenness of pace will be penalised. The competitor will
then be referred to the Official Steward.

p) Dressage Scoresheets

Dressage scoresheets may be handed out once the dressage penalties for
all competitors in the class have been calculated. It is important that this is
done in good time so that any errors can be rectified before prizegiving.

q) Scale of Marks

The scale of marks is as follows:

» 10 Excellent

» 9 Verygood
» 8 Good

» 7  Fairly good
» 6 Satisfactory
» 5 Sufficient

» 4 Insufficient
» 3 Fairly bad

> 2 Bad

> 1 Very bad

» O Notexecuted*

**Not executed’ means nothing that is required has been performed.

The marks 10 and O must be awarded where the performance warrants their
use. Half marks are allowed.

r) Scoring

The Judge's ‘good marks' (from O to 10) are added together, then penalties
for any error are deducted to give a final total of ‘good marks'.

The percentage of maximum possible good marks available is then
calculated. This value is shown as the individual mark for that Judge.

In order to convert the percentage into penalty points, it must be subtracted
from 100 with the resulting figure being rounded to one decimal digit. The
result is the score in penalty points for the test.

When there is more than one Judge, the resulting totals are then averaged.



s) Dressage Judges

At PCT10 Area competitions Dressage Judges will be taken from Lists 1-5.

At PC Chairman's Cup and PC100 Area Competitions Dressage Judges will
be taken from Lists1-6.

At PC90, PC80 and PC70 Area Competitions Dressage Judges will be taken
from Lists 1— 6, or may be British Eventing Accredited Trainers or riders

who have competed at British Dressage Medium or BE Advanced/FE[****
levels and above, and who have had experience of judging at Pony Club. BD
Trainee Judges are also acceptable at PC90, PC80 and PC70 Regional level.

10. THE SHOW JUMPING PHASE

The maximum dimensions at each Level must NOT be exceeded in either

Show Jumping or Cross Country.

SHOW pPC70 pPC80 PC90 PC100 pC PC110
JUMPING Chairman's

Cup
Max 350m 350m 450m 450m 450m 450m
length of
course
Speed 300mpm | 300mpm | 325mpm | 325mpm | 325mpm 325mpm
Obstacles | 0.75m 0.85m 0.95m 1.05m 110m 115m
Max
height
Max 0.65m 0.85m 1.05m 115m 115m 1.25m
spread -
highest
point
Max 090m 115m 1.25m 1.35m 1.40m 1.50m
spread —
base

Note: Only one upright and one ascending spread obstacle may be included

up to the maximum height. All other obstacles must be 0.05m below

maximum height.

The limits on the height and spread of obstacles laid down in the rules
must be observed with the greatest of care. However, if it should happen
that a maximum dimension has been marginally exceeded as a result of
the material used for construction and/or by the position of the obstacle on
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the ground, the maximum dimensions laid down will not be considered as
having been exceeded, but the permitted tolerance is 5cms maximum in
the ring or practice area.

a) Course Design

PC70, 80 and 90: It is recommended that the first three obstacles should
be inviting to allow horses to gain confidence. Neither water jumps nor
water trays are permitted. The course must include only one double
combination (at PC70 a two-stride double) and no trebles.

PC100: Neither water jumps, nor water trays are permitted. The course must
include one double combination and may include a further double but not
a treble. There should be one square parallel.

PC100, PC Chairman's Cup and PCIT10: It is recommended that a BS
Course Builder’s advice is sought on course plans.

PC Chairman's Cup Championship: At the Championships the show
jumping will be held on the final day in reverse order of placings. There will
be a trot up prior to the competition.

At all Levels: \WWhen the second or third element of a double or treble
combination is a spread, the distances must be as for two non-jumping
strides.

b) The Test

The test consists of one round of the course, judged under the Rules of The
Pony Club Show Jumping, amended where applicable.

There is no jJump-off.
c) The Warm-Up

The Course Builder is responsible for ensuring that a minimum of one
upright and one spread obstacle is provided in each practice area. If space
allows, there should also be a cross pole.

These obstacles are intended for warming up purposes prior to competing.



Examples of practice showjumping fences that are not allowed

NN

Neither end of cross pole supported
by standard cup or fitting Top end of sloping pole higher
than horizontal pole

N Wy

Pole on ground forming false ground line Front element higher

% than rear element

Neither end of sloping poles is
supported
by standard cup or fitting

Top end of sloping poles higher than horizontal
pole and not supported by standard cup or
fitting in the usual manner

Altemate sloping poles,
eg. St Andrews Cross
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All elements of practice obstacles must be capable of being knocked down
in the normal manner and must not be fixed, jammed or positioned in a
manner which prevents or hinders them from falling. One pole only may
be laid flat on the ground vertically below the front pole or up to Tm (3' 3")
before it, parallel to it on the take-off side.

False ground lines are not allowed.

Practice spread obstacles must not be jumped with a front pole higher
than the rear pole.

No pole or obstacle of any kind is to be held by hand for a horse to jump.

Practice obstacles are to be jumped in one direction only. The direction in
which the obstacle is to be jumped must be indicated with red flag on the
right and the white flag on the left.

The height of practice obstacles must not exceed the maximum height of
obstacles allowed by the Rules for the competition in progress.

d) The Course

The course shall consist of no less than 7, nor more than 10 numbered
obstacles, at least three of which shall be spreads. A combination must be
included. The dimensions for the various levels are given in the table on
page 24.

PCT10 Area Competitions: A water tray may be included in one fence.
There will not be an open water.

PC110 Championships: When the PC110 Championships is run in
conjunction with a BE National or International Event there may be slight
modification to both the Show Jumping and Cross-Country dimensions
and distances. Please see current BE/FEI Rules.

f) Safety Cups

Safety Cups are now compulsory for all Pony Club Jumping Competitions
on the back rails of spread fences and middle and back rails of triple bars.
This includes practice fences in the collecting ring. These cups must be in
use at all times and must NOT be removed from the wing stands.

g) Penalties

»  Knocking down obstacle = 4 penalties
»  First disobedience of horse = 4 penalties
» Second disobedience of horse in whole course = 8 penalties



»  Third disobedience of horse in whole course = Elimination

(Each circle or crossing tracks between fences counts as one disobedience)

»  First fall of rider = Elimination

»  Fall of Horse = Elimination

»  Error of course not rectified = Elimination

»  Failure to jump next fence within 60 seconds = Elimination

»  Failure to cross the finish line mounted = Elimination

»  Starting before the Bell — Elimination

»  Every commmenced second in excess of Time Allowed =1 penalty

»  Exceeding the Time Limit (twice the Time Allowed) = Elimination

»  Exceeding 24 penalties (not including time) = Compulsory retirement
(Enforced at end of round)

At PC90, PC100, PC Chairman's Cup and PC110, competitors incurring more
than 24 Show Jumping penalties will not be allowed to go Cross Country.

Competitors at PC70 and PC80 may be allowed to do so only at the
discretion of the Official Steward.

At all Levels, competitors eliminated for technical reasons (e.g., starting
before the bell or an error of course) may be allowed to go Cross Country at
the discretion of the Official Steward.

h) Time Penalties

When an obstacle is displaced as a result of a refusal or fall, a penalty of 6
seconds is applied. The bell is rung, and the clock is stopped immediately.
The rider may not continue until the bell is rung a second time. The clock
is restarted at the moment the horse takes off or attempts to take off at
the obstacle where the refusal occurred. If a refusal occurs at the second
or subsequent part of a combination, the clock is restarted when the horse
takes off or attempts to take off at the first element of the combination.
Time penalties are added to the total time taken to complete the round
before calculating any time faults.

i) Timing

If the timing equipment permits, the 45 second count-down may be used
according to BS Rules. It should however be explained over the public
address before starting and at intervals during the first round.

j) Adjustment of Saddlery or Dress, and Outside Assistance

Jumping or attempting to jump any obstacle or passing through the finish
without a hat, or with the chin strap incorrectly fastened incurs elimination
unless the Judge decides that the competitor was so far committed to
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jumping the obstacle at the moment when the chin strap came undone
that the rider could not be expected to pull up before attempting the
obstacle.

In the case of adjustment to hat, chin strap, or saddlery becoming necessary
during the round, for safety reasons outside assistance may be given.

The clock will NOT be stopped, and faults will be given as for a resistance
(ceasing to go forward). If it becomes necessary for the rider to dismount,
faults will be given as for a fall, ie. Elimination

k) Falls

A horse is considered to have fallen when the shoulder and quarters on
the same side touch the ground or touch the obstacle and the ground
simultaneously.

A rider is considered to have fallen when there is separation between them
and their horse that necessitates remounting or vaulting into the saddle.

If the fall of horse and/or rider occurs in the warm up area, the rider must
be checked by the medical personnel at the event before being allowed to
continue.

If the horse falls, the horse must be checked by a vet before being allowed
to continue. If a vet is not present the horse must be checked by the Official
Steward before being allowed to continue.

1) Inspection of the Course

The course must be ready walking by competitors at least one hour before
the commencement of the Show Jumping.

m) Plan of the Course

A plan of the course must be displayed by the time the course is ready for
inspection, showing:

» The course to be followed and its length
» The Time Allowed and the Time Limit.
n) Scoring

Any jumping and time penalties will be added together to give the
competitor’s penalty points for this phase.



1. THE CROSS COUNTRY PHASE

The maximum dimensions at each Level must NOT be exceeded in either

Show Jumping or Cross Country.

A Technical Advisor (TA) is required for PC70 - PC110 at all Area and
Championships events

CROSS
COUNTRY

PC70

PC80

PC90

PC100

PC
Chairman's
Cup

PCT10

Length of
course

Up to
1,800m

1600m -
2,500m

1600m -
2,500m*

1800m -
2,800m*

1800m -
3120m*

2400-
3120m*

Speed

435mpm

435mpm

450mpm

475mpm

500mpm

520mpm

Obstacles
No. of
Jumping

efforts

Up to 25

16-25

18-25¢

18-25¢

20-27*

20-28*

Max
height

0.70m

0.80m

0.90m

1.00m

1.05m

110m

With
height
and
spread
Max
spread -
highest
point

0.75m

0.90m

1.00m

110m

1.20m

1.40m**

With
height
and
spread
Max
spread -
base

1.00m

125m

150m

1.80m

1.80m

210m

With
spread
only Max
spread
without
height

0.90m

1.25m

1.50m

1.80m

2.20m

2.40m
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Drop 0.80m 1.20m 1.30m 1.40m 1.40m 1.60m
fences

Max drop

Jump into | 0.20m 0.20m 0.20m 0.20m 0.30m 0.30m
and out of
water Max
depth of
water

*At the Eventing Championships for PC90 and above, the length of the
course may be increased to 2,500-3,500m and the number of jumping
efforts may be increased to 25-30.

**If building a new spread fence, it is recommmended that the overall
maximum spread does not exceed 1.25m

At Branch events below PC90, organisers may reduce distances, speeds,
heights and number of obstacles.

Stopwatches may only be worn at PC90, PC100, PC Chairman's Cup and
PCT10 Levels.

No stopwatches may be worn at PC70 and PC80 levels.

At PC70 there will be no penalties for going too slowly, but reverse time
penalties will be applied for going too fast.

At PC80, there will be time penalties for going too fast or too slow. For
every second more than 15 seconds over or under the optimum time,
there will be 0.4 penalties.

**PC Chairman'’s Cup Area Competitions: The XC may be run over the PC100
Course with, where possible, some fences at 105, or additional elements
added to increase the technicality. Competitors qualifying direct from their
Area Competition are not required to compete a MER at 105.

Please note the PC Chairman’'s Cup Championship XC will be a 105 course.
a) The Course

The length of the course and number of jJumping efforts will vary according
to the Level. Please refer to the Table on page 29 for further details.

b) Inspection of The Course

All Branch and Area Competitions — The cross-country course must be
completed and ready for inspection by competitors, on foot only, by 2pm on



the day preceding the Cross Country Test.

The Championships - The Cross-Country course will be ready for inspection
by competitors, on foot only, by 2pm on the day preceding the Cross
Country Test. The Cross-Country course may be open before this time but
competitors must be aware that alterations may still be made.

Unauthorised alteration to or tampering with obstacles, direction flags or
stringing and foliage on the course is strictly forbidden and will be penalised
by elimination.

Plan or Map of the Course - A plan of the course must be displayed by the
time it is open for inspection. It must include:

» The course to be followed and its length

»  The Time Allowed and the Time Limit

»  The numbering of the obstacles

» Obstacles having ‘L or black line Alternatives
»  Any compulsory turning points

» Any hazards

»  Modification of the Course

Before the Test Starts — After the course is opened for inspection by
competitors at 2pm on the day before the Cross Country Test, no alteration
may be made, except that, where exceptional circumstances (such as heavy
rain) make one or more obstacles unfair or dangerous, the Official Steward
is authorised to reduce the severity of or to by-pass such obstacles.

In such a case the Cross Country Steward and every competitor must be
officially and personally informed of the proposed alteration before the start
of the Test. An official may be stationed at the place where an alteration has
been made, in order to warn the competitors.

During the Test - NO modification to the obstacles is allowed but, if it is
necessary in the interests of safety to order an obstacle to be by-passed
during the competition, all jumping faults previously incurred at that
obstacle shall be cancelled with the exception of eliminations.

A time allowance may be made at the discretion of the Official Steward.
A competitor who has been eliminated shall NOT be re-instated in the
competition. Once taken out, the obstacle shall NOT be re-introduced.

c) Marking the Course

Boundary Flags — Red and white boundary flags or indicators are used to
mark the start and finish and compulsory sections of the course, to define
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obstacles and to indicate compulsory changes of direction. They are placed
in such a way that a rider must leave a red flag on their right and a white
flag on their left. Such red or white flags or indicators must be respected,
under penalty of elimination, wherever they may occur on the course,
whether singly or in pairs. Only obstacles which are numbered and marked
by two boundary flags are judged as obstacles. All boundary and turning
flags must be in position prior to 2pm on the day preceding the Cross-
Country phase.

All fences immediately adjacent to those that are included in the course
should be crossed flagged to ensure the safety of Members and Spectators.

Direction Markers (Yellow or Orange) are placed so as to mark the route and
help the rider in keeping to the course. They may be passed on either side
and keeping close to them is not necessary. Boundary flags and direction
markers shall be large and placed in conspicuous positions. Compulsory
Turning Flags may be used only if absolutely necessary and will have the
Red Flag on the right and the White on the left. They should be marked on
the Plan of the Course.

Black Line Flags (a black line on red and white boundary flags) are used

to show that an obstacle, either single or made up of several elements,

has an alternative route which may be jumped without penalty. Both

sets of flags will be marked with a black line. A competitor is permitted to
change without penalty from one black line flagged route to another (e.g.
jumping 9A left hand route then 9B right hand route) provided they have
not presented their horse at the next element of the original line. After
having negotiated all other elements, passing around the last element to be
jumiped will not be penalised.

The use of ‘L' fence alternatives at PC110 and Chairman's Cup is not
encouraged at Area Competitions and the Championships, with instead
more appropriate use of Black Flag / Long Route alternatives. Black flag
alternatives should be sufficient in length to affect the time.

At PC70, PC80 and PC90 level “L" fences can be used to ensure that the
course is of sufficient standard as an Area/Championship Test, while
enabling the less experienced to complete their rounds.

‘L’ markers are used to denote an easier alternative to the ‘Main’ obstacle,
to help the less experienced to complete the Cross-Country phase. All ‘'’
obstacles will be marked with red and white boundary flags and with a
marker having a red ‘L' on a white background beneath the fence number.
Jumping an ‘L' fence incurs 15 penalties. See Rule 11 o) Alternative ‘I
Obstacles.



d) Starting

At Area Competitions and the Championships, competitors must start
from within a simple enclosure erected at the start and made of wooden
posts and wooden or plastic rails measuring approximately 5m (16ft) square,
with an open front marked with a red and a white flag. If this enclosure

has an entrance at the side, this must be approximately 2m wide and
should be padded or constructed in such a way that neither horse nor rider
entering through the side can be injured. At Branch events red and white
boundary flags on their own may be used at the discretion of the Organiser.
A competitor may only start when given the signal to do so by the starter.
The starter will count down from five before giving the signal to start and
the competitor may move around the enclosure as the rider pleases. A
competitor who starts early will have their time recorded from the moment
the rider starts.

Deliberately starting early or cantering through the start may incur
elimination at the discretion of the Official Steward. If the horse fails to cross
the start line within 2 minutes of the signal being given, the competitor is
eliminated. Assistance within the starting enclosure is permitted, provided
it ceases immediately the signal to start is given. From that instant,

the competitor is considered to be on the course and any subsequent
assistance is forbidden.

If a horse is lead into the start box, the handler must wear protective
headgear and gloves. Slip leads should be used, not metal clips.

e) Timekeeping

Time is counted from the signal to start until the instant when the horse’s
nose passes the finishing post. It is counted in whole seconds, fractions
being taken to the next second above, e.g. 30.2 seconds is recorded as 31
seconds. When it is necessary for an official to stop a competitor on the
course while an obstacle is being repaired or because of an accident, the
period during which a competitor is held up will be recorded by the Fence
Judge and deducted from their overall time to give their correct time for
completing the course.

f) Speed and Pace

Throughout the event, competitors are free to choose the pace at which
they ride. They should, however, always take account of the requirements of
each phase, the prevailing conditions and terrain, the fitness and ability of
themselves and their horse and all other factors which may be relevant to
the welfare of both Horse and rider. On the cross-country course, they must

also have regard to and respect the class speed, the optimum and ‘too fast’
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times.
g) Penalties

»  First refusal, run out or circle of horse at obstacle = 20 penalties
»  Second refusal, run out or circle at same obstacle = 40 pen